
Community Build Project 

Bridgewater 

The Burnham School playground was condemned and cordoned 
off by the Region 12 Board of Education on June 7th.  We need 
your help to replace the structure and provide the children of 
Bridgewater with a fun and safe environment that will last a 
lifetime.  
 

To volunteer or donate contact a committee member:  Jen Iannucci, Playground Chair. 203 -994-1960 

Committee Members: Joe Briody, Kristen Briody, Carolan Dwyer, Patrick Dwyer, Bridget McKenney, Jack 

McKenney, Tom Seger, Sue Sibbitt, Ed Sibbitt, Julie Stuart, Sue Stumpf, Debra Tetrault, Catherine Vikstrom, 

Karen Wilson Playground Advisors:  Cathy Colella, Burnham School Principal; Lisa McQueen, Burnham 

School Nurse; Vivian Cantor,  Burnham School Physical Education Teacher  



What is wrong with the Burnham School playground? 
 

On Monday, June 7th, 2010, the Region 12 Board of Education 
condemned the existing playground at Burnham School after 
members of the schoolôs PTO presented detailed evidence of 
deterioration posing dangers to children.  The current Robert 
Leather playground was built in 1989 with the help of many  
dedicated town and school volunteers. Unfortunately, it is no 
longer safe.  The existing playground contains decaying       
footings, loose and splintered boards, and exposed rusty nails 
and bolts throughout the structure. Splintering wood has been 
the cause of many injuries.  In addition to the failing structural      
elements, the playground contains over 200 times the DEPôs      
acceptable levels of arsenic. New Milford, Brookfield and other 
area towns are well on their way to replacing their wooden play-
ground structures for the similar reasons.  
  

Note: The DEP recommends arsenic remediation at 10 mg/kg.   
The Burnham School structure was tested to have 2190 mg/kg by Hydrotechnologies of New Milford. 

    
What are we replacing it with? 
 

The Burnham School PTO, in collaboration with the Booth 
Free School PTO, researched and interviewed many       
playscape companies. Our school nurses and Physical    
Education teachers were integrally involved in the process. 
Product material, innovation, safety, environmental impact 
and developmental guidelines were among the top qualities 
that narrowed the decision. Both schools unanimously chose 
Landscape Structures. 
 

Landscape Structuresô product warranty is outstanding. They 
are able to meet the needs of the schools while offering a 
deep discount. The Burnham Schoolôs Landscape Structures 
plan is a combination of an outstanding design, with excellent 
equipment that will last a lifetime. A large rendering of the 
new playground can be viewed at Burnham School. For   
warranty and more company info, visit www.playlsi.com.  

 
 

Landscape Structures products are ISO 14001:2004 certified for consistent and continuous environmental stewardship.    
 

Why is a playground so important to our community? 
 
Itôs important to encourage children of all ages and abilities to get outside, play together and be healthy.  
 

ñThroughout the history of education in the United States, many have doubted the value of play in child  development, labeling it 
a frill, a waste of time, or unimportant in the educative process.  However, over the past two decades, an impressive array of  
evidence for the value of play has accumulated.  It is now widely accepted among professionals that high quality play             
environments and time for play are essential ingredients in an educational/developmental program for young children.ò (U.S. 
Dept. Education) 
 

ñSources reveal that play promotes cognitive development, social development, and leads to discovery, verbal judgment and 
reasoning.  It is also important in developing manipulative skills, imaginative art, discovery, reasoning and thought.  Play with 
objects results in divergent production or expands uses for objects and improves problem-solving.  Culture arises in the form of 
play.  From a therapeutic perspective, play is a means for overcoming fears.  Motor abilities are formed through play and      
playgrounds enhance motor development.ò (U.S. Dept. Education) 
 

This playground is a community gathering place, not only for families of Burnham School, but also for our larger 
Bridgewater community.  A community playground is utilized by guests and grandchildren, and by weekend and  
summer residents. This playground will also meet the needs and support inclusion for handicapped children. 

ñThe existing playground contains decaying 
footings, loose and splintered boards, and 
exposed rusty nails and bolts throughout the 
structure.ò 



 

What is it going to cost? 
 

The Burnham School playground project was initially estimated to cost $120,000.  However, 
the PTO has worked hard to reduce the cost of the project to an estimated $65,000.   
 

The project costs include demolition of the old structure, the purchase of the playground 
equipment, the cost of building it, cement to secure it and protective ground surfacing per 
regulations. 
 

Working in collaboration with Booth Free School, which is also replacing its playground, the 
two PTOôs gained buying power for a 30% discount on the play equipment.  The structure 
was originally $90,000 but will cost an estimated $65,000. 
 

Instead of paying Landscape Structures $18,900 to build the structure, the project will be completed as a ñcommunity
-buildò,  reducing the cost to $0.  Tom Seger of Design Tech of Bridgewater  has volunteered his time to be the 
foreman for the ñcommunity-buildò project.  
 

The demolition cost for Burnham has been donated by Brendon Southard of Greener Acres, Bridgewater , a  
savings of $5000.   
 

The playground mulch has been donated by Roxbury residents Joe & Meredith Quaranta of Advanced Organics 
out of New Milford ðan estimated savings of $6000 for Bridgewater.   
 
 

If you would like to donate your time or services to this project, please contact us. See contact information on back. 
 

How can the community help? 
 

The schoolôs administrators, as well as the Bridgewater Board of Selectmen, understand the risks to our children and 
are committed to this project.  This issue affects not only our children and the school, but also the entire community, 
as it is a community used playground. We understand that a playground replacement is a formidable task in this 
economy.  Please understand that we are trying to be proactive while remaining realistic about our situation.   
 

During the June 7th Board of Education meeting, we requested the Board  support  50% of the cost of the project. 
The Burnham School PTO will lead the way to find the funding for the additional 50% through donations from the 
community, parents, local businesses and through fundraising events. 
 

On June 11th, the PTO held a successful kick off fundraiser, Comedy at the Inn.  This event raised $12,000 toward 
the purchase of the new playground.  We hope that the information provided in this mailing will help you better      
understand the current situation and the need to raise the additional funds before August 31st, so we can provide a 
new and safe structure for the children of Burnham School this coming school year. 
 

Bridgewater is a small community of great neighbors.  We always come together when weôre in need.   
 

Please consider helping us even if you donôt have children in our school or children who may utilize the playspace.  
Please help make a difference.  If every household in Bridgewater contributes to this cause  we will have enough to 
build our playground! 
 

It is our hope that you will consider supporting the Burnham School PTO Playground Fund with a               
tax-deductible donation.  Any donation is greatly appreciated and will help make building a new playscape a  
reality!  See donation levels on the next page, and join us in making a difference in our community.   
 

This community -build will require approximately 200 man -hours to complete. We will need volunteers to help 
build as well as provide support and food.  If you would be willing  to donate your time or services to this   
project, please sign -up to help today. See contact information on back.   
 

Thank you to our initial financial sponsors: Dr. Emily OôKeiff, OôKeiff Orthodontics ð  

Dr. David Mullen, Mullen Family Dental ð Carolan & Patrick Dwyer and Mastercard ð Tom Seger, 

Design Tech ð The Herrington Family, Nicholas/Tobin Insurance ð Union Savings Bank ð        

Dr. Woerner, Urgent Care of Brookfield 
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We thank our initial service providers for making a difference in our community 

To volunteer or donate contact a committee member:  Jen Iannucci, Playground Chair. 203 -994-1960 

Committee Members: Joe Briody, Kristen Briody, Carolan Dwyer, Patrick Dwyer, Bridget McKenney, Jack 

McKenney, Tom Seger, Sue Sibbitt, Ed Sibbitt, Julie Stuart, Sue Stumpf, Debra Tetrault, Catherine Vikstrom, Karen 

Wilson Playground Advisors:  Cathy Colella, Burnham School Principal; Lisa McQueen, Burnham School 

Nurse; Vivian Cantor,  Burnham School Physical Education Teacher  

Contribution levels: 
 

Ã PLATINUM sponsor: $5000 + 

Ã GOLD sponsor: $3000 + 

Ã SILVER sponsor $2000 +  

Ã BRONZE sponsor $1000 + 

Ã STAR sponsor $100 + 

Ã FRIEND sponsor Other amount $___________________ 

Ã Check here if your employer has a matching gift program. 

Please support this project and send your donation in as soon as possible. 

 

Send donations to:  
 

Burnham School PTO 

80 Main Street South 

Bridgewater, CT 06752 

 

We are a 501(c)3  

organization. 

 

Your donation is  

tax deductible. 

Please check one of the following.   

My contribution is: 
 

Ã An anonymous gift 

Ã In memory of _____________________________ 

Ã In honor of ________________________________ 

Ã A general gift, list my / our name(s). 
_____________________________ 

Donors will be recognized at our opening ceremony.   

Ã I would like to help and offer my time and services.  My name and phone number are: _____________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

860-355-3222 


