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Join Us As The
Celebration Continues

November, 2010
Every Sunday – 8:00 a.m. Adult Study Group

9:30 a.m. Church Services with Children's Program

Every Wednesday – 2:00 noon
Holy Eucharist with Bible Study

Monday, November 8 and November 22 –
10:00 a.m. Knitting Group

Saturday, November 13 – 6:30 p.m.
Amish Wedding Dinner

$15 adults, $10 children and seniors

December, 2010
Every Sunday – 8:00 a.m. Adult Study Group

9:30 a.m. Church Services with Children's Program

Every Wednesday – 12:00 noon
Holy Eucharist with Bible Study

Friday, December 3 –
Victorian Christmas Dinner

$12 adults, $6 children and seniors

Sunday, December 5 –  3:00 p.m.
Kent Singers Holiday Concert

$10 adults, $8 children and seniors

Friday, December 24 - 8:30 p.m.
Carol Sing – 9:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service

January, 2011
Every Sunday – 8:00 a.m. Adult Study Group

9:30 a.m. Church Services with Children's Program

Every Wednesday – 12:00 noon
Holy Eucharist with Bible Study

Monday, January 10 and January 24 –
10:00 a.m. Knitting Group

Recreation Commission
Thank you to all of the community members and organiza-
tions that participated in our Annual Trunk or Treat Event.
Congratulations to this year's winner of our Best Decorated
Trunk contest. The Bridgewater Food Pantry, located at the
Bridgewater Congregational Church, was the recipient of the
proceeds from the Ziti Dinner Fundraiser. You can find out
more about the Bridgewater Food Pantry on the town's web-
site.

Upcoming programs for the winter include :
• Red Cross Babysitting Certification classes
• Open Skate Night for Bridgewater residents
• Open gym time at Burnham School
• More from How Cool is That?!
• Preschoolers fitness program
• Shepaug Basketball (registration starts November 1st)

PET OWNERS: Please leash your dogs at the Recreational
Facility, and use the provided pet waste bags. The fenced-in
dog park area is a safe and convenient place to let your pets
run off-leash. Many people, children and adults, are intimidat-
ed by dogs that are not leashed, and no one likes to step in a
surprise. Be courteous to your fellow park-goers.

Roxbury-Bridgewater
Garden Club

In September Club members visited Topsmead in Litchfield
and the Connecticut Science Center in Hartford for the dedi-
cation of the Childrens Garden funded by the Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut.

On October 14th we will have our awards luncheon at Carmen
Anthony’s Fish House in Woodbury. In October we will also
begin preparation for decoration of the Living Room/
Conservatory at the Osborne House in Derby for Christmas.

At our November meeting Debra Tetraut will present a pro-
gram on the care and feeding of amaryllis bulbs. At the end of
November we will hold a workshop to decorate wreaths for
town buildings in Roxbury and Bridgewater.

The Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club welcomes area resi-
dents and guests to our monthly meetings held the second
Thursday of each month at St. Marks Parish Hall in
Bridgewater. During the growing season meetings begin at 9
AM with horticulture followed by a business meeting at 10
AM, then special projects, a speaker or a workshop conclud-
ing with refreshments or a light lunch.

For more information please contact co-presidents Ann
Wagner in Roxbury at 355-2195 or Wanda Heaney in
Bridgewater at 354-6966.
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Bridgewater Congregational Church
Bridgewater
Congregational Church

Roots Rock Revue II - Saturday, November 6th, 7:00pm
In this concert, some of our finest local musicians will be trac-
ing the roots of Rock as far back as Robert Johnson, Les Paul,
and Chuck Willis . . . and down through the years to Little
Walter, Chuck Berry, Cream, Grateful Dead, the Beatles,
Creedence, Eric Clapton and more! The music will be shakin'
the rafters! This concert is guaranteed to be a memory-waker
. . . and a memory-maker.

Last year's concert sold out! Tickets are $25 and seating is lim-
ited! We encourage everyone to purchase tickets as soon as
possible. Your check should made be payable to "The
Bridgewater Congregational Church" and sent to BCC, PO
Box 7, Bridgewater, CT 06752. Tickets paid for in advance
will be held for you at the door. If you have questions, call the
church office between 10:00-noon weekdays or leave a mes-
sage and we'll call you back. You may also email us at
office@bridgewatercongregationalchurch.org. 

Global Handcrafts in Bridgewater
Weekends from Thanksgiving to Christmas – Come find the
most unique gifts at our international fair-trade store, featuring
beautiful handcrafted items from 36 developing nations . . .
jewelry and accessories, housewares, cultural home accents,
musical instruments, children's gifts & toys, and Christmas
ornaments. You'll want to be sure to save some of your
Christmas shopping for our sale because you'd have to travel
far to find such finely crafted artistry! 

Christmas Tree Sale
Weekends from Thanksgiving to Christmas – Our first-class
trees will range in height from 6 to 9 feet. $1.00 per tree will
be donated to the Community Caring in Bridgewater Energy
Assistance Fund for Seniors.

Town Tree Lighting Night - December 3rd  
A concert of Christmas Music by the Brookfield High School
Small Group Chorus and Shepaug Strings students - 7:30pm -

at the Bridgewater Congregational Church, corner of Main
Street and Clapboard Road, followed by a reception in the
Parish House with hot apple cider and cookies... and time to
shop in our Global Handcrafts store.

Christmas Eve Services
The Bridgewater Congregational Church will host two servic-
es of Lessons and Carols for the community on Christmas Eve
at 5:00 and 8:30. The 8:30 service will be preceded by a 30-
minute prelude of special music by the church choirs and
guest musicians under the direction of Linda Burton. 

Epiphany Bonfire and Celebration  
Sunday, January 9th at 4:00pm
Bring your Christmas tree, add it to the bonfire, and join in the
festivities as the Bridgewater Congregational Church hosts its
fifth annual Epiphany Celebration with some favorite
European customs, beginning at 4:00 on Sunday, January 9th.

For more information about any of these events please visit
www.bridgewatercongregationalchurch.org

or call the Church Office: 354-8283 or email us at:
office@bridgewatercongregationalchurch.org

The church is located at the corner of
Route 133 (Main Street) and Clapboard Road in the

center of Bridgewater.

Bridgewater Grange #153
As I write this the change in temp and colors sends the mes-
sage that summer has ended and Holidays are approaching.  

We at the Grange Hall wish to thank all our town folks whole
heartedly for all their support of our roast beef dinners.  

This week we ordered A Child's Dictionary for all of the third
graders at Burnham and Booth Free Schools. This is some-
thing we are proud to do every year.  

We will be making up about 30 fruit baskets to deliver to the
homebound and nursing homes for Thanksgiving.  

Of course, we will have our annual Grange Christmas tree
lighting on the green Friday December 4th , 7pm sharp, with
Hot Chocolate, cookies, and Santa to follow in the Grange
Hall.  

We will be offering the 55 Alive drivers course again in the
Spring.  Please contact Chris Shook, 860-354-2581 with any
questions you may have about signing up for this course.  The
date is to be determined and there will be more information in
the next newsletter.  

Be good citizens and watch your speed limits on the highway!  

Until next time, safe driving!
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O Silent Night – Friends of the Burnham Library would like
to extend an invitation to all our friends and neighbors to
join us for a festive evening on Saturday, November 27th
beginning at 5:30pm at the library. You won't want to miss
bidding on an array of theme decorated tabletop trees and
wreaths, stockings, artwork, gift baskets and more. Tickets are
available at the library for $20. purchased in advance and $25.
at the door. Bring some friends and enjoy ushering in the
holiday season with catered appetizers, holiday cheer and a
fun-filled evening.

Friends Meetings – Friends will meet at the library on
Wednesday, November 10th, December 8th and January 12th
at 9:45 am. These meetings are open to anyone who wishes to
attend.

ART EXHIBITS
November – Sheila Tintera of New Milford with paintings
December – Judith Secco of Bantam, CT with paintings
January – Everett O'Reilly-Nariso, Shepaug High School
student with expressionist paintings

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
Monday's at 7:00 pm and open to all. Books are available at
the library in advance. November 15th – "Death for the
Adversary" by Hans Keilson. December – No discussion. 
January 24th – "Mister Pip" by Lloyd Jones

Holiday Hours – The Library will close at 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 24th and will remain closed on
Thanksgiving Day. The Library will be closed on Saturday,
December 25th, Christmas Day and on Saturday, January 1st,
New Year's Day. The staff and Board of Trustees of the
Burnham Library wish all our friends and neighbors a joyous
holiday season.

Community Service Hours are available in the children's
library. You may read more about this in the Children's Library
section or call during library hours at 860-354-6937.

Inclement Weather Reminder – If Region 12 schools are
delayed, the Library will adhere to that schedule and open
at10:30 AM in conjunction with the Burnham School. If
Region 12 schools are closed, the Library will have a delayed
opening, if possible. It is always recommended that you call
ahead to see if the library is open. When Region 12 schools
are closed, all Library programs for children will be cancelled.

Be sure and check out
all up to date information at

www.burnhamlibrary.org

BURNHAM LIBRARY NEWS – AUG., SEPT., OCT., 2010
CHILDREN'S LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

Special Events
Family Craft Saturday
I am Thankful For . . . Thanksgiving Wreath
Saturday, November 20th from 10:30 - 11:30. 
Tis the season to be Thankful. Everyone in the family will
have a hand in this Thanksgiving craft. Advance registration is
required by November 13th. Space is limited. Need Com-
munity service hours? Call the library, to volunteer your time. 

Annual "Gingerbread" House Workshop 
Saturday, December 4th anytime between 9:30 and 11:00
(clean-up begins promptly at 11:00) Children of all ages and
families.

Bring some delicious decorating supplies to share and a
pint-size milk/cream carton and build the "gingerbread"
house of your dreams!

Registration required and limited to 24 participants.
Registration begins November 2nd. 

Recycle your extra cartons to us! Drop off rinsed carton before
December 4th. Need Community service hours, volunteer
your time to help clean-up!

November - January Activities
For an up-to-date listing of all our fall activities, please visit
our website. Most after school activities require prior registra-
tion and permission slip which must be presented to the
Burnham School office. Permission slips can be found at the
library or downloaded via our website. All after-school activ-
ities will be canceled if school is canceled or dismissed due
to inclement weather.

Burnham Library Chess Club 
For beginner to advanced chess players, Kindergarten age and
older.

Thursday afternoons 3:15 - 4:00*
Registration is not required. Come and join the fun!

*A member of our library staff will pick up Burnham students
at 3:15. Child must present a one-time permission slip to
school office.

Please be advised that Chess Club will not meet November
11th or during Holiday vacation. 

The Burnham Bunch Storytime 
School-year storytime and activity for children 2 - 5 years old.
Younger siblings are welcome to listen and play and are not
required to register. 

Burnham Library, continued on Page 11
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Burnham Library, continued from page 10

Thursday or Wednesday morning sessions from 10:30 - 11:00.

Fall & Winter session: September – December. We have
room for a few more!

Winter & Spring session: February – May. Registration
begins December 15th. 

Storytime will not be held if school is delayed or canceled
due to inclement weather.

Beat the Winter Blahs at Burnham 
Burnham Bunch Storytime will be back in February. But,
Thomas and his train-friends will be very lonely! So, why not
drop-in and meet-up with your pals and perhaps meet a few
new friends? Open to all children and parents/caregivers.
Registration is not required for this unofficial playgroup and
adult meet 'n greet.

Wednesdays and Thursday mornings in January from 10:30 -
11:30. 

The Read Abouts Story-sharing and craft for K - 1st Grade.
Join us for some after school fun! We will meet Wednesdays,
November 17th, December 15th and January 19th from 3:15 -
4:00*. Registration is required. 

*Students with permission slips will be escorted from school
by a staff member.

GoGo Green Crafting Club: Eco-crafting for Grades 2-5.
What do your closet, garbage can, and backyard have in com-
mon? They are all places you can find supplies to create cool
and unique crafts. Wednesdays November 10th, December 8th
and January 12th from 3:15 - 4:00*.

*Students with permission slips will be escorted from school
by a staff member.

The "Unnamed and Untamed" Readers Book discussion
group for girls Grades 3-5. 

We will meet Tuesday, November 30th and January 11th from
3:15 - 4:00*. Books will be announced at each book discus-
sion. Check our website for additional information.

*Students with permission slips will be escorted from school
by a staff member.

Bridgewater Land Trust
The Bridgewater Land Trust just had one of its most success-
ful fundraisers, The Harvest House Tour. On behalf of the
Board of Directors of the Trust, we want to thanks our hosts
and benefactors, Tom and Anita Hargrove. They are good
friends to the Bridgewater Land Trust and make it possible to
have such a wonderful event. We want to thank the generous
home owners who placed their homes on the Tour for our
viewing. We want to thank the House Tour Chairs - Alicia
Zalka, Bruce Glickman, Pat Kennedy Lahoud as well as their
committee of Dawn Burdick, Tory Burke, Anne Chapin, Grace
Giusti, Louise Laragh, Randi Silkman, Julie Stuart. We also
want to thank the Tour sponsors of Dermatology Associates,
Noletti, Marcus and Millichap, Nutmeg Interiors, Southeby's
International Realty (Patricia Kennedy Lahoud, Kathy Dillon,
Audrey Wilkicki, Fred Perrotti, John Pitts) Ray Villanova Jr.,
Walter Von Egidy, Finial Flowers (Liz Kay and Britt
Pendergast), The Mayflower Inn and Spa and Tom Seger,
Design Tech. We received many generous and thoughtful
donations of time and money at this event. The hard work of
permanent land protection needs this kind of yearly support.

As many of you know, the Bridgewater Land Trust received
approximately 28 acres of farmland / woodland this year
through the Estate of Robert James Allen. Mr. Allen as a life
long resident farmer of Bridgewater had consistently champi-
oned the cause of the Bridgewater Land Trust during his life-
time and now, through his acreage bequest, has significantly
added to the preservation of the heritage and character of this
pastoral town.

With the end of the year looming, I ask you to consider mak-
ing your annual tax deductible contribution to the Bridgewater
Land Trust at Post Office Box 8, Bridgewater, Connecticut.
You can receive more information by logging onto our web-
site of www.bridgewaterlandtrust.org or calling us at
860.355.8233. Our annual meeting is scheduled for November
16, 2010 @ 7:30 at the Trust's offices on Town Line Road and
I hope to see many of you there.

Robert W. Shaver, II
President Bridgewater Land Trust
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The town of Bridgewater recently received a bequest for
$6200. from the estate of Robert James Allen to establish the
James Allen Nursing Scholarship. Interest from that money
will provide a scholarship each year for a local student study-
ing nursing.

Lifelong resident of Bridgewater and hard working farmer,
Jimmy Allen represented the best of old time Bridgewater.
Plagued by from childhood by diabetes that led to ill health
and almost total blindness, Jimmy is nevertheless remembered
fondly by his friends.

Bill Stuart - "He was a hell-of a- good guy."
Debbie Kushinski - "Jimmy was the kindest man I ever met."
Susan Branagan - "Jimmy was very bright and well read. He
had an amazing ability to function though legally blind."

Jimmy Allen led a quiet, industrious life on the family farm,
Shady Maple Farm,. The Allens owned approximately 120
acres in parcels along Wewaka Brook Road .. Jimmy raised
and showed Ayrshire cows; he sold milk and took his cows to
local fairs. The Allens raised and sold corn and hay and
Christmas trees and maintained a farm stand for years.

LAND TRANSFERS

JULY 2010
No land transfers this month.

AUGUST 2010
Richard P. Sabag of Roxbury, CT to Maura Garych of
Bridgewater, CT, land and buildings, 166 Christian Street,
$885,000.00

Michael D. Fullwood and Louis J. Marotta of NY, NY to
Thomas and Deborah Meek of Bridgewater, CT, land and
buildings, 70 Hat Shop Hill Rd., $2,200,000.00.

SEPTEMBER 2010
No land transfers this month.

Robert James ‘Jimmy’ Allen

Jimmy Allen. The family kept a neat, tidy farm. They have
always been frugal people who saved their money.

Jimmy Allen served for twenty-five years on the Board of the
Litchfield County Soil and Water Conservation Commission
which goes back to Depression days and the Dust Bowl ofthe
1930's. Our Selectman, Curtis Read, is now Chair of that com-
mission. Jimmy Allen also served on the Bridgewater Wetland
Commission and the Planning and Zoning Commission . . . He
was one of the founders ofthe Bridgewater Land Trust.

Jimmy Allen believed in giving back to his home town. We in
the Town of Bridgewater are richer for the thirty-plus acres
Jimmy donated to the Land Trust and for his bequest to the
Bridgewater Scholarship Fund that established the James
Allen Nursing Scholarship.

Jimmy Allen went through grades 1-8 at Burnham School and
graduated in the class of 1962 from New Milford High
School. Health problems never interfered with hard work for



 
Bridgewater Historical Society – article for Our Town 

October 7, 2010 
 

For anyone interested in Bridgewater history, the amount and scale of items we have 
from Henry Sanford and his family is quite impressive. Henry Clarence Sanford was a dedicated 
Bridgewater resident for ninety years. Much appreciation was lavished on him in later years for 
his great contributions to our community. In an article in the Bridgeport Post in 1957, Henry was 
called the prototype of a working gentleman farmer.  

Born in 1875 to Horace Sanford and Dora Kasson Sanford, he lived in Bridgewater at 
Wolf Pit farm until his death in 1965. The Sanford Homestead originally built in 1784 still stands 
on Henry Sanford Road, so named for Mr. Sanford. He graduated from New Milford High 
School and then Yale in 1903 as one of their first correspondent students, studying by mail and 
finishing his college work in two years. He visited his sister Genevieve Wallace in Madura, India 
in 1901 where she and her husband, William Wallace, spent 37 years doing missionary work and 
received regular letters depicting life in India. Henry belonged to the Congregational Church and 
actively served there as well as the Burnham Library, the Historical Society and the Board of 
Education.  

We are fortunate to have over 2000 letters from the Henry Sanford family that illustrate a 
full life, not hindered by living in a small town. We currently have a program displaying some of 
these letters and family items. We invite anyone interested to contact us for a tour. With winter 
setting in soon, we won’t have any formal programs until spring. Watch the next addition of Our 
Town for upcoming events for 2011.  

Any further questions or to visit the Peck House contact: Bernadette Allingham  355-
0457 or Audrey Wilkicki  354-7827 


